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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****The substance that conditions humanity. My life is writ in water, wrote the poet John Keats in last months of his life. Yet what is writ in
water is not ephemeral, but an enduring part of the human experience. Though city dwellers give water scant attention - as long as it flows from
their taps - water holds an all-pervading influence on our lives, leaving its indelible stamp everywhere. An interdisciplinary look at the amazing
interactions between water and humanity.Take a look at the world through the rippling, complex lens of water: delve into creation myths; look at
the emergence of civilizations and their decay; ponder the place of water in the human psyche, as expressed in art, poetry and folklore; consider its
role as a factor of production, a source of energy, a conduit of transportation and a consumer good; explore the notion of wishing wells and water
closets, the changing concepts of physical and spiritual cleanliness, and more. An essential perspective on the human story, with emphasis on
science, economics, politics and religion.Skillfully written and abundant with and quotations and references to insightful scholarship, Writ in water
offers comic and curious trivia, as well as a thorough and extensive bibliography. It restores a sense of wonder at this elixir of life, and brings our
attention to the caution needed when harnessing water for short-term material benefits, with cavalier disregard for the unpredictable consequences
for generations to come. Writ in water brings the knowledge and experience of civil servant in the field of water management together with broad
cultural research and an exquisite sensitivity, to compose a fascinating perspective on the human experience. The book wanders far and wide,...
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