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***x* Excerpt from Training of Teachers for Occupational Therapy for the Rehabilitation of Disabled Soldiers and Sailors Not the least of the war
problems in the field of vocational education is the industrial rehabilitation of the disabled soldier and sailor. Realizing that if the United States was
to avoid the serious mistakes made by several of the belligerent nations in their early attempts to solve this problem, the Federal Board for
Vocational Education, on August 16, 1917, authorized its research division to investigate thoroughly and at the earliest possible moment the entire
question of the rehabilitation of war cripples. A preliminary survey of the experience of the European nations since the beginning of the great war
had convinced the board that it was necessary to develop facts from every source for the formulation of a broad and comprehensive plan for the
restoration of men, handicapped as a direct outcome of their military employment, to useful industrial employment. This study aims, therefore, to
build upon such information as was available before the war, to enrich and complete it with the abundant foreign experience gained since the war,
and to anticipate the problems of demobilization which will far outlast the war itself and which will conserve in handicapped labor a resource of
great economic value. Rehabilitation, whether of the war or of industrial cripples, depends to a large extent on the practice of occupational therapy
during convalescence. In the present moment of preparation the United States discovers at once the great need for occupational therapeutists and
an equally great shortage in the supply. It is the principal purpose of the study presented in this document to attempt to meet this...
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