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Southern Illinois University Press, 2005. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: It has
become almost trite to note how popular scholarship and interest in the American Civil War remains, yet despite the cascade of works on facets of
the war both obscure and renowned, Gregory Urwin has brought together a group of essays that explores a still nearly untouched aspect of this
conflict. Black Flag Over Dixie is a compilation of twelve essays on the topic of Civil War racial atrocities, and provides a ready source for future
explorations of this subject. The book supplements its text with twenty photographs and illustrations. Urwin, a professor at Temple University and an
award-winning author or editor of seven books on military history, has pulled together a fascinating examination of what he refers to as "the war''s
central cause and most convulsive issue." Urwin contends that the Civil War community''s collective amnesia is an outgrowth of an intentional effort
on the part of Southerners to ensure that their loss on the Civil War''s battlefields could be redeemed in the aftermath. He notes that organizations
such as the Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) and United Daughters of the Confederacy lobbied to ensure that a pro-Confederate history of the
war was taught in Southern schools. In my years teaching military history at the United States Military Academy at West Point, | often was amazed
at how successful that effort had been, as cadets from southern states almost uniformly identified simple "states'" rights" as the seminal cause for
the war, denying that slavery had any role. With Black Flag Over Dixie, Urwin seeks to open the path to not only a fuller understanding of the war,
but also of our nation. His effort makes a good start, but...
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