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***x*x* Excerpt from Speech of William H. Seward: To the Citizens of New York, at Cooper Institute, February 22, 1866, on the Restoration of Union The
Union - that is to say, the nation - has been rescued from all its perils. The noble ship has passed from tempests and billows within the verge of a safe
harbor, and is now securely riding into her ancient moorings, without a broken spar or a leak, starboard or larboard, fore or aft. There are some
small reefs yet to pass as she approaches those moorings. One pilot says that she may safely enter directly through them. The other says that she
must back, and, lowering sail, take time to go around them. That is all the difference; it is merely the difference of opinion between the pilots. |
should not practice my habitual charity if | did not admit that | think them both sincere and honest. But the vessel will go in safely, one way or the
other. The worst that need happen will be that, by taking the wrong instead of the right passage, or even taking the right passage and avoiding the
wrong one, the vessel may roll a little, and some honest, capable, and even deserving politicians, statesmen. President, or Congressmen may get
washed overboard. | should be sorry for this, but if it cannot be helped, it can be borne. If | am one of the unfortunates, let no friend be concerned
on that account. As honest, as good, as capable politicians, statesmen. Congressmen, and Presidents will make their appearance hereafter, faster
than needed, to command the ship, as well and as wisely as any...
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