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of a place that never was: the kingdom of Prester John, the utopia described by an anonymous, twelfth-century document which captured the
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Brother Hiob of Luzerne, on missionary work in the Himalayan wilderness on the eve of the eighteenth century, discovers a village guarding a
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becomes obsessed with the tales they tell. The Habitation of the Blessed recounts the fragmented narratives found within these living volumes,
revealing the life of a priest named John, and his rise to power in this country of impossible richness. John s tale weaves together with the
confessions of his wife Hagia, a blemmye a headless creature who carried her face on her chest as well as the tender, jeweled nursery stories of
Imtithal, nanny to the royal family.
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