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MAKING BELIEF: SPEAKING FOR A NAT URAL, INT ELLIGENT , OUT LANDISH FAIT H (PAPERBAC K)     

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.
From the introduction to Making Belief Many smart people see alienation, struggle, and then eternal extinction as just how things are. To believe
otherwise and keep being smart seem like mutually exclusive propositions. But we ve all at times felt something-a richness, a satisfaction, a
meaning-that runs deeper than Darwinism, materialism, and cynicism. In these moments, we suspect there s more. This sense of what Wordsworth
called something far more deeply interfused is hard to put into words. And hard to hang onto. It can be so fleeting that it seems like wishful thinking
to believe it s real. Surely, the mundane world of fluorescent lights, slow-moving traEic, and crushed dreams is what s real. What if it s the other way
around? And what if believing that could help us amplify, expand, and extend what have thus far been fleeting glimpses? What if, instead of settling
for scraps of satisfaction, we could start having sumptuous meals? But smart people need good reasons for believing-not nice ideas, dusty books, or
finger-wagging authority figures. I used to think there weren t any such good reasons. All evidence seemed to point to me being something like a
puny turd floating in a vast cosmos. But the turd lived some more life-thought, felt, read, experienced. The turd became a butterfly. (OK, so the
metaphor has some limitations.) Now I think there s a lot of good reasons for believing. I just can t put them in a headline, tweet, or sound-bite. I
needed a whole book. * * * I admit, the case doesn t look good. Science oEers us dazzling technology but ignores the soul. Religion oEers comforting
stories but ignores the facts....
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