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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the
introductory. Methods of communication by signals, both at sea and on land, are of extreme antiquity, dating as far back as the earliest scriptural
records, or the fabulous ages of mythology, as shown in the story of Theseus* Signals, or modes of signalizing, have indeed been used by naval and
military commanders from time immemorial. Homer speaks of sentinels placed on eminences, to communicate from station to station. Frequent
mention is made by Polybius, Ammianus, Marcellinus, and other old writers, of such modes of conveying intelligence, and of those officers on board
ships, whose duty it was to make the signals. Many of the signals now in use were employed by the ancients, such as flags, streamers, fires, lights,
sounds of trumpets and other instruments. It is extremely probable that, in very early times, the human arms also were employed in signalizing, at
distances within range of distinct vision. In the infancy of the science of navigation, while the mariner, yet ignorant of the compass, durst not
venture out of sight of the coast, and generally kept as near to it as possible, no readier means of communication, on many occasions, between ship
and shore, could suggest itself, than the arms. Between the different ships of a fleet also, and, on land, between the different divisions of an army,
the same facile agents could frequently be employed for the same purpose. The probability of these conjectures is strengthened by consideration of
the use made of the arms and hands, by all nations, and in all times, either to express emotions of pity, anger, fear, and other passions, or in
attitudes of reverence and supplication, - by the orator, to give force...
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