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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****, Assassins ( Hashashin; from Assassiyun: those faithful to the foundation ), is the name used to refer to the medieval Nizari Ismailis.
Often characterized as a secret order led by a mysterious Old Man of the Mountain, the Nizari Ismailis were an Islamic sect that formed in the late
11th century from a split within Ismailism, itself a branch of Shia Islam. The Nizaris posed a military threat to Sunni Seljuq authority within their
territories by capturing and inhabiting many unconnected mountain fortresses throughout Persia (and later also Syria) under the leadership of
Hassan-i Sabbah (who is typically regarded as the founder of the Assassins), therefore founding the so-called Nizari Ismaili state with Alamut Castle
as its headquarters. Asymmetric warfare, psychological warfare and surgical strikes were often an employed tactic of the hashashin, who would
draw their opponents into submission rather than risk killing them. In the modern era, the legend of the assassins continues to motivate
insurgencies and terrorist cells throughout Western Asia, which seek to replicate the methods and tactics developed by the Assassins. While Assassins
typically refers to the entire medieval Nizari sect, in fact only a class of acolytes known as the fida i actually engaged in assassination work. Lacking
their own army, the Nizari relied on these warriors to carry out espionage and assassinations of key enemy figures, and over the course of 300 years
successfully killed two caliphs, and many viziers, sultans and Crusader leaders. Under leadership of Imam Rukn-ud-Din Khurshah, the Nizari state
declined internally, and was eventually destroyed as the Imam surrendered the castles to the invading Mongols. Sources on the history and thought
of the Ismailis in this period are...
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