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*x*x*x* Excerpt from A History of the New York State Teachers Association: With Sketches of Its Presidents and Prominent Members The first annual
session of the Massachusetts Teachers Association was held at Brinley Hall, Worcester, November 25th, 1845. In New York State various county
associations were organized at an early period. In 1831 a State Convention of Teachers and Friends of Education was held at Utica, January 12th,
13th, and 14th. This convention was the earliest State organization of teachers of which we have found any record. The following were the officers
of the convention: Rev. Dr. Davis, of Hamilton College, President; Messrs. S. W. Taylor and Henry Howe, Vice-Presidents; Professor Yates and Mr. E.
Wilson, Secretaries. Delegates were present from twenty-two counties. At this convention resolutions were passed favoring the establishment of
departments to qualify teachers; abolishing the office of town inspectors and substituting county inspectors; recommending the Monitorial System,
with some restrictions and modifications and the speedy formation of town and county lyceums. A resolution calling a national convention, which
resulted in the establishment of the American Lyceum, was also passed. In January, 1836, Mr. J. Orville Taylor, who two years previously had edited
the District School, published by Harper Brothers, began the publication of a monthly quarto called the Common School Assistant. He was
encouraged in this enterprise by such men as Governor Marcy, Dr. B. T. Welch, Bishop Onder-donk, Hon. Gideon Hawley, and Chancellor Walworth.
It continued three vears. In the July number, 1836, the following notice appears: The common school teachers of the State of New York are
respectfully invited to meet in the Capitol at Albany, on the 20th of September next,...
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