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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.My name is Roy Kouski. As a young boy, | joined the Boy Scouts and later played high school football. Little did |
know how that would prepare me for my life as an American soldier. | joined the army late in World War II. After basic training, | boarded a troop
ship and took the same route to Liverpool that my dad had taken as a young soldier when he was sent overseas. | eventually got to France, where |
became an infantry replacement, which meant | took the place of someone who had been injured or killed. When volunteers were requested to serve
with the 82nd Airborne, no one came forward. Later, the officer read a list of names of younger men and announced that we had volunteered. | was
a strapping young man, a former football player, six feet tall and 180 pounds. After being moved to Cologne, Germany, | found out how the
airborne handles their dangerous missions. At reveille, the captain would announce the mission and ask for volunteers. No one blinked an eye. Then
he said, Sergeants, pick your men. In a few seconds the lottery was picked, and | became a squad leader to take men across the Elbe [EL-buh] River
on night patrol. A patrol had gone out each night, but they were killed. The chances of survival were not good. It was drilled into us, however, not to
show cowardice in the face of the enemy. The older combat men came around with offers of equipment and advice. The chaplain came by and said
a prayer. We spent the rest of the afternoon in briefings and...
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