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**xxxx Excerpt from At Home and in War: 1853-1881; Reminiscences and Anecdotes In the district of Tcherepovsk, government of Novgorod, half a
verst distant from the river Sheksna, lies the little village of Pertovka. A slender rivulet, flowing from the neighboring forest, separates it from the
manor farm, which is situated on a rise of ground close by. It is not long since Pertovka was surrounded on all sides, as by a vast ring of ancient and
gloomy pine forests springing from the sandy soil. The low brushwood skirting the fields grew taller and taller, until, two hundred fathoms from the
edge of the woods, the stately and lofty pine forest began. The curling crests of the pines waved softly to and fro, like green caps, bending towards
each other now and then, and seeming to exchange whispers. In the midst of the seignorial lands lies a commodious yard. A wooden house, gray in
hue, with an upper story, stands at one end of the yard: behind it lies a small garden and a vegetable garden; on the other side of the yard stretches
a long, two-story building - the servants quarters; on the lower floor are two kitchens; on the left, the servants kitchen, on the right that of the cook;
upstairs are the quarters for the house-servants. Beyond are other offices; the drying-room and the ice-cellars, the bath-house and the stables. All
these buildings are of wood and are constructed of good timber. This estate, together with the village and the surrounding forests, belonged to my
father, Yasily Vasilyevitch Verestchagin, Collegiate Assessor. | will make a brief digression, and say a few words about my grandfather...
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