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**xxx Excerpt from Nominations to Positions at the Environmental Protection Agency The committee will come to order. This morning we have
several nominations for positions at the Environmental Protection Agency. | have a short statement. | expect other Senators, who will be introducing
the nominees, will arrive. At that time | will turn the hearing over to those Senators who will then make those introductions. Following the
introductions we will get to questions of each of the individual nominees. We have first this morning Mr. Robert Perciasepe, who is nominated to be
Assistant Administrator for the Office of Water; Dr. Lynn Goldman, nominated to be Assistant Administrator for the Office of Prevention, Pesticides
and Toxic Substances; Mr. Elliott Laws, nominated to be Assistant Administrator for the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response; and Ms.
Jean Nelson, nominated to be General Counsel. For the Epa to be able to do its job effectively, it must have its most senior level positions filled. No
matter how talented they may be, the Administrator and the Deputy Administrator cannot run the EPAs program offices all by themselves. They
dont have the time, nordo they have the resources. The Epa has many talented civil servants. EPAs career employees are the backbone of the
agency. They are the dedicated public servants who must ultimately carry out the work of protecting the Nations environment. However, it is you,
Mr. Perciasepe, Dr. Goldman, Mr. Laws, and Ms. Nelson, the political appointees, who are ultimately responsible and accountable for the agencys
decisions. The President has placed in each of you a very sacred trust: to enforce the laws which protect our environment, a job which will...
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