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**xxx Excerpt from Ground Water for Irrigation in the Sacramento Valley, California No phase of the history of California is more striking and
interesting than the economic and social changes which are now affecting the Sacramento Valley. These changes cover the whole field of human
activity, and yet in a peculiar sense the control and use of water are the vital factors which differentiate the development of this valley from the
industrial expansion that has been common to the whole country since the Civil War. Each step in the mastery of water adds impetus to the basic
industry of agriculture and, through the ramifications of industry and trade, brings progressive changes to all parts of the social fabric. The control
of rivers for navigation and flood protection, the drainage of swamp lands, the harnessing of mountain streams for the production of electric
power, and the use of both surface and underground water for irrigation and domestic purposes present problems which involve in so complete
and fascinating a way all of the phases of hydraulic engineering. The solution of these problems is being accomplished with amazing rapidity,
largely by private interests, working under wise laws and effective supervision and control by State and Federal bodies. The possibilities of the
Sacramento Valley were early appreciated by the Spanish colonists of California, but the vastness of the province, its distance from Mexico, and the
intractability of the northern Indians prevented them from making settlements north of Sonoma. American immigrants, beginning with Gordon,
Knight, Wolfskill, and Sutter, recognized the value of the country for raising cattle and established ranches on lands granted by the Mexican
Government. The valley was the stronghold of...
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