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says: There is a growing danger now afloat that threatens to demoralize the churches and to hamstring the installed ministry. It is the pernicious
idea that a pastor is an useful article for visiting the sick, marrying the marriageable, burying the dead, consoling the troubled, and edifying the
body of believers by pulpit ministrations; but if sinners are to be converted, then some evangelist must be sent for, whose professional business it is
to awaken souls and lead them to Christ! | say nothing just here in condemnation of wise and godly and devoted evangelists--such as Mr. Moody and
Mr. Mills; in their right place they are serving their Master nobly. The theory that revivals are chiefly the product of itinerant preachers and
exhorters--that such revivals are to be engineered by itinerants and all spiritual harvests are to be gathered by their agency--is a pestilent theory. If it
gets wide foothold it will paralyze the pastorate, demoralize the churches, and repel every young man of brains and spiritual power from the
ministry. A woeful record could be written of the bad effects of this modern heresy. Our good brother, Dr. Pierson s book on Foreign Missions, is
superb; but in his later volume on Evangelistic Work, the tendency is too much towards belittling the province of healthful churches and vigorous
pastors, and of exaggerating the province of transient agencies and itinerant preachers....
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