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**xxx Excerpt from Keeping Up Appearances: A Farce in One Act Scene. A miserably furnished room with stained and dilapidated wall-paper, etc. On
the left a bed, with only a mattress on it, stands with its head against the wall, and a big patched counterpane hanging over the foot. L.c. a shabby
stained washstand, containing basin and jug with broken spout; a piece of unframed glass hangs on wall by side of it. A cheap deal table stands in
centre of room with large teacup and saucer, etc. A crust of bread on plate, and a lighted lamp with smoky chimney. A large cupboard stands
against wall R.C. At back a door leads to kitchen and there is a door R. opening into the street down stage. When the curtain rises, Mrs. Burtenshaw,
a miserable-looking woman of forty-five, very shabbily dressed, is discovered seated at table. She squeezes a little more tea out of the teapot,
empties cup and puts it down with a sigh. She rises, shakes mattress, throws counterpane over bed, puts jv straight in basin and dusts chair with her
apron. She seats herself again and rises at sound of a knock on front door. She opens it and reveals Silas Winch. Silas is a woebegone looking man
of about fifty; long white face, dank hair on forehead, little hair on chin. Silas. Is Mr. Bill Burtenshaw in? Mrs. Burtenshaw. No. Silas. Oh, will he be
back soon? | want to see him on a little matter o business. (He enters in a shuffling fashion and Mrs. Burtenshaw closes door.) About the Publisher
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