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contemplation is not beauty, certainly not worldly beauty, neither is the outcome worldly comfort. And yet our contemplation occurs necessarily in
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contemplation is never solitary--it is, like art, an act of fellowship. Maurice Manning, finalist for the Pulitzer Prize: author of The Gone and the Going
Away (2013), and One Man s Dark (2016). Both elegiac and radical, Sean M. Conrey s fascinating The Book of Trees imagines and recreates the voice
of Saint Columba, the 6th century Irish priest and scholar once known as Columcille. Melding ekphrasis (inspired by the Ogham alphabet) and
dramatic monologue, Conrey s thickly intertextual poems deftly find the seam between the Catholic and Druidic legacies of Ireland. Through the
voice of one who partook in the erasure of pagan wisdom, Conrey works to recover what we might have lost in the triumph of Catholicism, to
discover what Fanny Howe calls the God behind God. Philip Metres, author of Sand Opera In the opening lines of Willow, a poem in Sean M. Conrey s
latest, The Book of Trees, Saint Columba imagines Christ in a rainless desert, a landscape he knows only through books. The...
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