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common result of this scholarly tampering with an ancient text is translations that frequently seem to bear little resemblance to the Hebrew
original. These conflicting approaches are for the most part a direct consequence of scholarship s inability to identify the author or when he lived. In
this work, Sicker adopts the widely neglected thesis that identifies the author of the biblical work as Hyrcanus the Tobiad, who lived at the time of
the transfer of ancient Palestine from the Ptolemaic to the Seleucid empires in 198 B.C.E., and was de facto ruler of Judea for a number of years
before being forced into exile and eventual suicide. Directly related to the family of the hereditary high priesthood, he was quite familiar with the
rites and traditions of Judaism, as well as with the Hellenistic culture that pervaded the area during the era in which he lived. As a result his thinking
reflected an amalgam of both, neither of which provided satisfactory answers to the questions he raised about the meaning of the life he led and
the end to which he had been brought by circumstances entirely beyond...
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