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the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, camel Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, to Jerusalem and besieged it. (2) And the Lord
gave Jehoiakim, king of Judah, into his hand, and a part of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them2 to the land of Shinar, to the
house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure-house of his god. (3) And the king commanded Ashpenaz, the chief of his eunuchs, 3
that he should bring of the sons of Israel, both of the royal seed and of the nobles, (4) lads, in whom was no blemish, and of good appearance, and
aptin all wisdom, and quick in knowledge, and ready of understanding, and who have ability in them to stand4 in the palace of the king; and that
he should teach them the learning and the language of 1 came, --so Havernick, Ewald, Stuart, Hitzig and Hofmann; marched, --Kranichfeld, Keil
and Hengstenberg. 2 them--i. e. the vessels, --Keil, Stuart; including Jehoiakim, -- Hitzig, Kranichfeld. 3 or courtiers. 4 to serve. the Chaldeans. (5) And
the king allotted to them a daily portion of the dainties of the king, and of the wine of his drinking, that he might nourish them three years, and that
at the end thereof they might stand before the king. (6) Now among them were of the...
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