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**xxx Excerpt from Coal: Its Origin, Method of Working, and Preparation for Market Great Britain undoubtedly owes her wonderful position among
the great nations of the world to her vast store of that natural source of energy - Coal. Without a cheap and plentiful supply of the mineral the
industries of this country could never have attained their present prosperous condition and importance, and as a substitute equal in every respect to
coal has not yet been discovered it can truthfully be said that the maintenance of the commercial supremacy of Great Britain depends on her coal-
mines. Nature has certainly been kind in endowing this country with large areas containing many valuable coal seams; still it must be borne in mind
that the supply is not inexhaustible, and that the quantity required each year is very great indeed. The problem as to the duration of our coal supply
is a very difficult and complex one, and has been deemed of sufficient national importance to warrant the holding of two Royal Commissions on the
subject during the last forty years. With the great improvements that have taken place in mining methods of recent years, and the opening out of
new coal-fields, there is every likelihood that the supply of coal will last much longer than was thought probable a few years ago. In the author s
opinion, however, it is quite time that the question of economising the resources of the country was seriously considered by those in charge of the
nation s affairs with a view to prolonging as far as possible the time when our coal supply will be completely exhausted. About the Publisher
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