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*****The old Michael Snowdon returns from Australia to London after inheriting a substantial sum of money from his deceased son. Despite being
able to live a comfortable, if not luxurious life, he spends only on necessities and lives like a poor man, keeping his fortune secret. In London he finds
his granddaughter, Jane, a weak child whom he rescues from the tyranny of the Peckovers (mother and daughter), in whose house she is employed
as a household drudge. Jane s father, Joseph, is another son of Michael s who disappeared a few years ago in search of work, leaving Jane with the
Peckovers. Michael nurtures a plan to bestow his fortune on Jane after his death, but he wants Jane to spend this money on charity and social work
rather than on her own needs. He engages Jane in charitable activities and everyday work even before he reveals the secret of his wealth to her,
trying to inculcate to her the principles of benevolence. Joseph Snowdon returns suddenly to London. Formerly he argued with his father and is not
on amiable terms with him. Joseph is preyed upon by the young Clem Peckover who marries him after she and her mother begin suspecting that
Joseph s father is rich. Michael receives Joseph reservedly, without revealing intent of sharing the fortune with him. Joseph, pestered by his
disappointed wife, also believes that Michael is rich, and tries to win his father s respect by improving relations with Jane. He also befriends Jane s
older friend, Sidney Kirkwood. Sidney, an honest and sympathetic character, apparently intends to marry Jane in the future, unaware of Michael s
fortune. Joseph, fearing that...
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