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[.Jreasonable service. (Rom. xii. 1.) Present yourselves each day, each hour, each moment, with each joy, each sorrow, each duty, each difficulty-
present all as an offering to Him, Who expects your reasonable service. This is the lesson which the child on the Temple steps teaches us to-day-the
lesson of self-sacrifice. Point Il.-Joachim and Anne Her parents did not thwart her in her wish. They had made their sacrifice three years before, and
they were not likely to take it back now. They had probably told Mary the story of their long, childless years; of their earnest prayers to God; and of
their promise to give the child back to Him should He bless them with one. They would have told her, too, that they had offered her to God at birth,
and that, as soon as she was old enough, she would present herself in God s Temple, as something dedicated to His service. And now, to-day, they
accompany their little one to the holy dwelling-place where she is to minister before Him, and watch her climbing the Temple steps, at the top of
which the Priest is waiting to[.].
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