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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 20 pages. Original publisher: Washington, D. C. :
National Transportation Safety Board, 2007 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)310096698 Subject: Aircraft accidents -- Hawaii -- Kauai. Excerpt: . . . 15 ANALYSIS
Accident Sequence The air tour flight departed LIH, on the southeastern part of the island, and headed west to begin a clockwise tour around the
island. Weather forecasts for the aHernoon included VFR conditions with the possibility of reduced visibility in thunderstorms and heavy rain. The
pilot stated that, while flying the helicopter along the islands northern coastline, he maneuvered the helicopter to avoid traIic, and it entered a
storm with heavy rain and reduced visibility. The passengers reported that the helicopter made no evasive maneuvers before entering the adverse
weather. The pilot stated that, while in the heavy rain, he descended the helicopter to maintain visual reference to the beach. The pilot then decided
to turn back, and, while doing so, the helicopters airspeed went to zero, and the helicopter rapidly descended. The pilot added full power and
control inputs, but the helicopter continued to descend, and it crashed into the water several hundred feet oI shore. Survivors reported they
observed heavy rain, thunder, and lightning while they were in the water. Microburst Phenomena A weather study found that satellite infrared
imagery for the location and timeframe of the accident indicated the rapid development of cumulus clouds capable of producing heavy rain
showers, and stability and energy indices indicated potentially strong updraHs and downdraHs. The heavy rain showers and building thunderstorm
activity reported by witnesses and the sounding profile supported the presence of embedded wet-type microburst activity. Statements from the pilot
and passengers regarding the helicopters rapid descent in torrential rain are consistent with an encounter with a...
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