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**xxx Excerpt from The Canadian Militia: A History of the Origin and Development of the Force The remarkable progress made by Canada during the
past eight or ten years in the development of her natural resources, in the extension of her domestic industries and in the expansion of her internal
and foreign commerce, has been accompanied by a development of wholesome national military spirit and by an expansion of the defensive force
of the Dominion just as noteworthy and unquestionably just as essential to the continued prosperity and happiness of the inhabitants of the
Dominion as a people. The sound, sober military spirit which permeates the loyal and patriotic population of Canada is unquestionably one of the
most valuable assets of this great country. History proves beyond all cavil that the continued possession of a sterling military spirit is absolutely
essential to-the preservation of the liberty, the material prosperity, the higher standards of moral and religious life, and the true happiness of
nations. Ancient empires like Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt, Phoenicia and Lydia, only succumbed when the virile military spirit which had established
their prosperity and glory was extinguished. When the Lydians, during a momentary revival of national military spirit, endeavored to throw off the
Persian yoke, Cyrus(559-531 B.C.) decided that the subjugation of the proud race should be crushing and final. He did not lay the rebellious country
waste nor put its people to the sword. The Lydians were fabulously rich, so much so that the name of their king Croesus to this day stands as a
synonym for vast wealth. Cyrus, who combined the wisdom of a philosopher with the skill and courage of a mighty conqueror,...
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