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descendant of a Jefferson male. Randolph Jefferson, the president s wayward, younger brother with a reputation for socializing among the
Monticello slaves, emerges as the most likely of several possible candidates. Meanwhile, the author traces the evolution of this rumor about Thomas
Jefferson back to the allegation made by one James Callendar, a drunken ruffian who carried a grudge after unsuccessfully lobbying the president
for a postmaster appointment---and who then openly bragged of ruining Jefferson s reputation. Hyland also delves into Hemings family oral
histories that go against the popular rumor, as well as the ways in...
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