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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** Venous thromboembolic (VTE) events are important causes of morbidity in elective total hip replacement (THR) and total knee
replacement (TKR) procedures, which are being performed with increasing frequency in an aging population. Because of the substantial risk of VTE,
current guidelines recommend thromboprophylaxis in patients undergoing THR or TKR. Low molecular weight heparin (LMWH) and adjusted-dose
warfarin are the most commonly used anticoagulants for thromboprophylaxis in the United States, but a number of pharmacological treatment
options are available including unfractionated heparin, aspirin, and newer oral anticoagulants. These drug classes differ in practical applications
such as a predictable dose response and the need for laboratory monitoring, oral versus injection administration, dosing frequency, drug-drug
interactions, and the availability of an appropriate reversal mechanism in case of over anticoagulation. In addition, mechanical
thromboprophylaxis, most frequently used in combination with anticoagulants, is commonly used in the United States. Risk factors for VTE include
venous stasis, endothelial injury, and hypercoagulability. Venous stasis can result from the positioning of the limb, localized postoperative swelling,
or limited mobility in the postoperative period. Endothelial injury can result from positioning and manipulation of the limb. Markers of thrombin
generation, indicating hypercoagulability, have been shown to be elevated in total hip arthroplasty. Prior to 1980, rates of symptomatic VTE were 15
to 30 percent. However, changes in surgical care, including earlier ambulation, and changes to surgical technique that are less invasive and possibly
less thrombogenic have decreased the rate of symptomatic VTE. A recent analysis that incorporated data from trials and observational studies
estimated the contemporary 35-day rate of symptomatic VTE without thromboprophylaxis at 4.3 percent. Pharmacological thromboprophylaxis for
THR or TKR surgery decreases VTE by approximately 50 percent...
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