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Forgotten Books, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Reaction
Against Tennyson When he died, in 1870, Dickens was still at the height of his fame. The public idolized him, and critical readers, though they had a
good deal to say against him, did not question his greatness. Some twenty years later, however, a decided change was visible, chiefly among such
readers and especially among the younger men of letters. It was more than a cooling of enthusiasm: it was a strong reaction. Certain defects of the
novelist were keenly felt, and all the more keenly because it seemed that his immense popularity had been largely due to them. To decry Dickens,
even to protest that you could not read him, became a fashion and a mark of being up to date in taste. In this reaction two curious traits might be
noticed. One was the belief that Dickens s faults were a new discovery and had never been suspected in his lifetime. The other was still stranger, and
much more important. The dislike of his faults appeared often to kill the power of perceiving and enjoying his virtues. Because you could not abide
the death of Paul Dombey or Little Nell, you listened to Sam Weller and Mrs. Gamp without a smile. This was the nadir of Dickens s star. After a time
it rose again. The wholesome work of reaction was finished. In the more literary sections of the public, and among men of letters, there is now a
fairly general agreement about him. His defects, by no means unimportant in quality and quantity, are simply taken for granted; but his astonishing
genius is fully recognized, and his almost inexhaustible creations are as keenly enjoyed as they...
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