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on a crucial commitment and supported the minority, a disastrous miscalculation which ultimately split the Democratic party in two. In America in
1857, eminent American historian Kenneth Stampp oCers a sweeping narrative of this eventful year, covering all the major crises while providing
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American politics, a major party leader repudiating the president he helped elect), and the whirl of congressional votes and dramatic debates that
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of control and the country moved rapidly toward the final violent resolution in the Civil War. Stampps...
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