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During the most active years of the Fiona Maeleod writings, the author was usually in a highly wrought condition of mental and emotional tension,
which produced great restlessness, so that he could not long remain contentedly anywhere. We spent the summer of 1896 moving about from one
place to another that had special interest for him. First we went to Bamborough, for seabathing (he was a fine swimmer), and to visit the little Holy
Isle of the Eastern Shores, Lindisfarne, lonas daughter. Thence to the Clyde to be near his mother and sisters. From Inverness we went to the Falls of
Lora, in Ossians country, and later we moved to one of Williams favourite haunts, Loch Tarbert, off Loch Fyne, where our friends Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Rinder had taken a house for the summer. There | left him with his secretary-sister, Mary, and returned to London to recommence my work on The
Glasgow Herald. The two following letters to me told of the progress of his work: September 23d. I am now well in writing trim | am glad to say. Two
days ago | wrote the long-awaited Rune of the Passion of Woman the companion piece in a sense to the Chant of Woman in Pharais--and have also
done the Savoy story The Archer (about 4, 500 words) and all but done Ahez the Pale. Today | hope to get on with...
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