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21st century, like the Greeks and the Romans, but of all the worlds civilizations, none have intrigued people more than the Mayans, whose culture,
astronomy, language, and mysterious disappearance all continue to captivate people. At the heart of the fascination is Chichn Itz, the most visited
Mayan site, but Chichn Itzs prominence lasted for less than 200 years and was eventually succeeded by Mayapn, which lasted as the capital of the
Maya for nearly 225 years until the middle of the 15th century. The Mayans are still remembered and celebrated for their culture and their
contributions to astronomy, language, and sports, and many of their advancements came with Mayapn as their capital. Early Mayapn was closely
connected to the overshadowing power of the region at the time: the mighty trading city of Chichn Itz. Mayapn emerged first as a minor settlement
in the orbit of Chichn, but it slowly came to replace it aFer the larger citys trade connections with the Toltecs of Tula crumbled and it suGered a
staggering defeat by Mayapns armies. The building styles and art in their city show both admiring references to the great Chichn Itz as well as an
attempt to position Mayapn as a more orthodox heir of Maya tradition. At the same time, they emulated many features and could not escape the
tremendous influences - especially in religion - of Chichn. This is seen in the fact that many of the most important buildings in the new city appear to
be small-scale reproductions of ones in Chichn. Due in part to the fact...
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