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late March, staffers said they expected the Senate Finance Committee to mark up a TANF reauthorization bill some time in May. Chairman Grassley
and ranking member Senator Baucus stressed at a March 12 hearing that they hoped to develop a bipartisan bill; Tommy Thompson, Secretary of
Health and Human Services (HHS), said he would work with them. He said the Administration sup- ports the framework of H.R. 4, passed by the
House February 13, and S. 5, the Senate Re- publican leadership bill, introduced February 14. H.R. 4 is almost identical to the bill passed by the House
last year (H.R. 4737). Both H.R. 4 and S. 5 include concepts first advanced by President Bush, including a 40- hour work week for most TANF
recipients and a requirement that states eventually en- gage 70 of recipients in a work activity. S. 5 adds new anti-fraud rules and permits states to
contract out the determination of food stamp eligibility. Since the original program expired October 1, 2002, TANF and related programs of
mandatory child care, transitional medicaid, and abstinence education have been operating under temporary spending authority. P .L.108-
Textendedtheseprogramson FY2002 terms from March 31 until June 30.
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