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***** From the Introduction. IT has been a subject of ancient dispute whether or not the stars, as second causes, do so rule and influence man as to
ingraft in his nature certain passions, virtues, propensities, c., and this to take root in him at the very critical moment of his being born into this vale
of misery and wretchedness; likewise, if their site and configuration at this time do shew forth his future passions and pursuits; and by their
revolutions, transits, and directed aspects, they point out the particular accidents of the body, marriage, sickness, preferments, and such like; the
which | have often revolved in my mind for many years past, having been at all times in all places a warm advocate for stellary divination or
astrology: therefore in this place it is highly necessary that we examine how far this influence extends to man, seeing that | fully admit that man is
endowed with a free-will from God, which the stars can in no wise counteract. And as there is in man the power and apprehension of all divination,
and wonderful things, seeing that we have a complete system in ourselves, therefore are we called the microcosm, or little world; for we carry
heaven in ourselves from our beginning, for God hath sealed in us the image of himself; and of all created beings we are the epitome, therefore we
must be careful, lest we confound and mix one thing with another. Nevertheless, man, as a pattern of the great world, sympathizes with it according
to the stars, which, agreeably to the Holy Scriptures, are set for times and seasons, and not as causes of this or that evil, which...
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