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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. *Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the invasion and occupation written by Japanese and Chinese officers and civilians *Includes
online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents Though scarcely mentioned in the world of early 21st century
politics, Manchuria represented a key region of Asia during the first half of the 20th century. Once the heartland of the fierce Manchu empire, this
northeastern Chinese region s rich natural resources made it a prize for nations in the process of entering the modern age, and three ambitious
nations in the midst of such a transformation lay close enough to Manchuria to attempt to claim it: Japan, Russia, and China. For countries
attempting to shake off their feudal past and enter a dynamic era of industrialization, Manchuria s resources presented an irresistible lure. With
immense natural resources coupled to economic activity more concentrated than elsewhere in China, this region, abutting Mongolia, Korea, the
Yellow Sea, and the Great Wall accounted for 90 percent of China s oil, 70 percent of its iron, 55 percent of its gold, and 33 percent of its trade. If
Shanghai remained China s commercial center, by 1931 Manchuria had become its industrial center. (Paine, 2012, 15). Thus, it s not altogether
surprising that Japan s invasion of Manchuria in 1931 resulted from a long, complex chain of historical events stretching back to the late 19th
century. Approximately 380,000 square miles in extent, or 1.4 times the size of the American state of Texas, Manchuria came into Imperial Russia s
possession in 1900 due to the Boxer Rebellion in China, but the Russians held it only briefly; their defeat in the Russo-Japanese War...
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