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**xxx Excerpt from Straight Road to Caesar: For Beginners in Latin The aim of this book is indicated by the title. Caesar is properly the first Latin
author read by American students, for no writer illustrates more clearly the spirit and principles of the language. A mastery of Caesar is the best
possible foundation for Latin scholarship. But Caesar is too difficult to be read freely and enthusiastically without definite preparation. The road to
Caesar should be as direct and easy as a Roman road; it must, however, be long enough to carry the traveller not merely within sight of the city, but
to the golden milestone in its very centre. Our plan includes: - 1. An abundance of easy sentences, both English and Latin, for translation. The Latin is
to be learned by constant and rapid translation, both Latin-English and English-Latin. The grammar-work is essential; but the grammar is quoted to
explain the sentences, not the sentences to illustrate the grammar. The work begins with the sentence and is developed by sentences, so easy at first,
and increasing in difficulty so gradually, that the hour of recitation is filled with the rapid practical use of the language. 2. The inductive method,
used with moderation. The pupil first sees the Latin word in sentences, and, - in the earlier part of the book, - in all its case-forms; then, and not till
then, he is called upon to learn the paradigm. The rules of syntax are developed in a similar way. There is thus, in every moment of study, the joy of
discovery, the scientific method, laboratory practice. Words, as truly as rocks and flowers, are products of...
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