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trial of Fitz-John Porter. Sir, he has been tried and convicted and twenty years have passed, but to-day he appears as a prosecutor before the
Congress of the United States, against a court legally authorized, and against the martyred President of that time. It is the trial of those who are
living; it is the trial of the graves of those who are dead with a charge that they dealt unjustly by him; that they dealt with prejudice against him; that
they violated the laws in their verdict; that they misconstrued the evidence; that they rendered an unjust and an unjustifiable decision against him.
These are the questions that we are called upon to-day to determine. In deciding a question like this it would seem at least that it should be
examined fairly, impartially, and be understood according to the facts and the evidence on that trial, without either prejudice against those who
tried or prejudice in favor of the man who was tried. We find, however, on one side of the Chamber a solid vote in favor of this bill. Without desiring
to criticise the vote of any one, | hope | may be, pardoned, however for making one remark. It is perfectly natural that when those who engaged in
rebellion against a great Government like this failed of success and had themselves been pardoned by the Government should, without any
examination of the evidence in the case whatever, feel a sympathy for those who had been during the...
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