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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 52 pages. LC Number: KF26 . E5555 2009a OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)468821365 Subject: Climatic changes -- Environmental aspects -- Colorado. Excerpt: . . . 11 park acreage impacted by the recent
wildfires provided these species with the per-fect opportunity to spread throughout the park. Invasive weeds can alter an area by, among other
things, disrupting the natural food web, promoting soil erosion, and interfering with natural plant succession. Rapid deforestation promptly
followed by non-native weed infestation can quickly convert rare native forests into an impaired landscape. These impacts have also aEected such
federally-listed species as the Mexican spotted owl and its habitat ( Johnson et al 2008 ). The park has made some important efforts to slow down the
spread of invasive weeds. Direct control of weeds with mechanical, chemical, and biological control tac-tics have been applied in some areas in
some years. Several larger areas burned in recent wildfires have been treated by aerially seeding with native grasses to quickly reestablish
competitive native species. This has been proven to be very cost eEective if done promptly aFer wildfires. But, in the long-term, the parks forests
may not fully recover if the extreme heat and dry conditions become the new nor-mal. THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE AT COLORADO NATIONAL
MONUMENT AND GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE At Colorado National Monument, a National Weather Service station has
been collecting climate information since 1942. Records indicate a 3 to 5 degree Fahr-enheit rise in temperature during that time. The long-term
research being con-ducted at the park includes impacts to old growth pinion and juniper forests in addi-tion to broader ecosystem impacts. This
extensive inventory and monitoring work feeds into the NPS Inventory and Monitoring Network databases. Great Sand Dunes...
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