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United States -- Biography. Excerpt: . . . Lady Bird Johnson xi OHNSON Mrs. J s view of this project went far beyond planting daffodil bulbs. She was
concerned with pollution, urban decay, recreation, mental health, public transportation, and the crime rate. The committee agreed to plant flowers
in triangle parks all over the city, to give awards for neighborhood beautification, and to press for the revitalization of Pennsylvania Avenue and the
pres-ervation of Lafayette Park. The committee also generated enor-mous donations of cash and azaleas, cherry trees, daffodils, dog-wood and
other plants in evidence today in Washingtons lovely parks and green spaces. Perhaps most important, Mrs. J s OHNSON effort prompted businesses
and others to begin beautification ef-forts in low-income neighborhoods hidden from the much-visited tourist attractions. One of her key efforts
was to clean up trash and control rats in the Shaw section of Washington. That developed into Project Pride, which enlisted Howard University
students and high school stu-dents to clean up neighborhoods. Mrs. J funded the project OHNSON with a 7, 000 grant from the Society for a More
Beautiful Capital. OHNSON Later, Mrs. J was a key player in the White House Con-ference on Natural Beauty that convened in May 1966, and was co-
ordinated by Laurance S. Rockefeller. She opened the conference with a question: Can a great democratic society generate the drive to plan, and
having planned, execute projects of great natural beauty The conference sparked similar local conferences and added momentum to the...
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