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The art of surgery, especially when applied to intra-abdominal disease, has reached a high stage of development. The actual procedures with which
individual operations are done, are fairly well standardized; and, as far as one can look ahead, it seems that the essential principles, upon which our
methods of operating are based, will, probably, not be very materially modified in the years to come. The trend of research and investigation, as
exhibited in the last years, is, apparently, taking other directions and is two fold: It comprises the eHort to decrease, as far as is humanly possible,
the dangers necessarily attendant to the operative procedures which, perhaps, the insuHiciency of our knowledge still seem to make necessary, and
to uncover the etiological causes of the various forms of disease; possibly the baring of the latter will result in the elimination of any form of surgical
therapy. The eHort to increase the margin of safety of any operation is very necessary and very important; indications of this eHort have been
especially prominent in the last few years and in a number of diHerent ways. We are learning better how to choose cases for operation that yield the
best results; the choice is not being made wholly by the actual lesion itself but is being partly determined by associated conditions. These latter
complications may, themselves, furnish sources of danger sufficient to jeopardize a...
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