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*****.Excerpt from Clinical Lectures on Subjects Connected With Medicine and Surgery Those who have followed with earnest interest the great
development of the medical and surgical sciences during recent times certainly will hail with genuine satisfaction the elucidation of so many hazy
speculative opinions which, especially on the causes of disease, have been handed down to us by our predecessors. It is scarcely twenty years since
what was called the genius epidemicus and endemicus of disease, the diEerent character of the healing tendency of wounds during this or that state
of the weather, the causation of pyaemia by the emanations of patients aEected with suppuration, and of pneumonia by chills, the individual
predisposition to this or that disease, had been maintained as undoubted facts. And now, that all this should no longer be true! Now the general
shibboleth is: Microbes! The cause of suppuration in general: Microbes! The cause of pyaemia: Microbes! The cause of pneumonia: Microbes! The
cause of the formation of tubercles: Microbes! Indeed, the modem pathological anatomy of the present day propounds the theorem, Acute and
chronic inflammations are almost in every case produced, by Microbes. Only a few poisons when repeatedly and for a longer period introduced into
the body may cause chronic inflammatory processes - e.g., alcohol (cirrhosis of the liver, chronic gastritis), phosphorus (maxillary osteitis). Several
substances - viz., cantharides, mustard-oil, petroleum, the oils of turpentine and of croton, and ammonia - call forth to the extent to which they
come into contact with tissues acute suppurative inflammations, but without ever producing progressive phlegmonous processes. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more...
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