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*****.Excerpt from Historical Discourse, Delivered at the Whitestown Centennial Celebration: June 5, 1884 A hundred years! How such a period marks
the earth and its people with changes. It sweeps away three generations, and hardly does one man who breathed at the beginning of the grand
cycle live five score years and watch its ending. On a bright day in June, 1784, Hugh White, ascending the Mohawk river in a boat, reached the
mouth of the Sadaqueda Creek and there landed, at the spot since known as the Point. With some of his sturdy sons he stepped into the vast forest
stretching north, west and south to the bounds of the State of New York, unbroken by any civilized settlement, without a natural prairie, and hardly
opened to the sun except by a few scattered patches of Indian clearings. But they came to stay, and did stay. The fourth, filth and sixth generations
of his line witness to-day the centennial of that landing and the due honors rendered to those whose dust rests in peace in the fair land they won and
reclaimed and beautified. This hundred of years includes three-eighths of the whole period from the first landing of English emigrants on the
American coast down to the present day. The bold settlement of Manhattan Island by the Hollanders, and the establishment of their colonies along
the Hudson and a part of the Mohawk, attracted emigrants from their own country and from Germany, before the British succeeded to the
government; but aJer the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam had become the English province of New York, the diKerence of language hindered the
infusion of British emigrants...
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