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*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1892 edition. Excerpt: . chapter xvi. enfranchisement. bring the missal, Jan and put it
bore beside my bed. The enervating July weather so prostrated Allice that she had found herself for several days unable to rise. The old nurse placed
the small stand beside her, and then brought the precious vellum manuscript for which her mistress had asked. Lay it open at the representations of
the Virgin, and then raise me up a trifle, the invalid said. The esteem in which her mistress held this book had greatly impressed Janet with its
sacredness, and with something of reverence in her manner she turned the ancient leaves upon which Time had laid his finger, changing their
pristine fairness to a yellow tinge, mellowing and softening the glory of color which the artist had placed upon them. Nothing now afforded Allice
the satisfaction that she found in the illuminated pages of this ancient volume. Before being confined to her room she had been wont to spend
much time in the oratory where this treasure was guarded. Here for hours she had poured over its illustrations and cabalistic characters with a rapt
expression on her face such as the old painters have given to the early saints. Coming into the oratory one day, the mother superior had found Allice
there upon her knees before the missal. Something in the attitude or atmosphere of the kneeling figure caused the former to retire at once, as if her
presence were an intrusion;...
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