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IntroductionModern-day Republic of the Union of Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, is shaped by its geographical idiosyncrasies and its history.
Both factors are blended into the socio-economic developments of the country which are addressed in this paper. The focus here lies on the pre-
colonial and colonial times. The names Burma and Myanmar are used equivalent and without political implications.To approximate an assessment
of those two phases, it is necessary start with a short introduction to the crucial geographic and historical factors affecting the social-economic
developments until 1948, the year of Myanmar s independence. The definition of the term socio-economic developments is allocated here as well.
Subsequently a short overview on the most important periods of Myanmar s history is added. The following detailed description of history and
socio-economic conditions and developments of three distinct periods, the Pyu city states, the Konbaung Dynasty and the British rule, enables a
general view on the socio-economic developments of the time before the state s independence in 1948. This paper will proceed along one basic
assumption: Independent of their time and their technological cultures all three Empires dealt with in this paper had to face the same difficulties: the
scarcity of work force due to low density of population and the divide between the rice basket Lower Myanmar and huge areas often depending on
its supply of food in the rest of the country. Consequently the history of socio-economic development in Myanmar is hence the...
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