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wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the federal government response to Hurricane Katrina have demonstrated a vital need for the military to improve
the process for assessment, response, and decision-making. Concepts such as operational art and Design claim to provide a way to frame the
operational problem, but neither method actually improve the commanders ability to understand the situation. Some processes, such as
operational art and design, fall short of answering important questions and translate easily into missions that soldiers can execute. Military
commands and staffs start situation assessment by examining a map. Enter Geospatial Intelligence or (GEOINT); an emerging intelligence discipline
that provides detailed data analysis, an assessment of the operational environment, and a means to investigate problems that may emerge. GEOINT
is the exploitation and analysis of imagery and geospatial information to describe, assess, and visually depict physical features and geographically
referenced activities on the Earth. Faced with new and complex problems, the military must adapt not only its methods for understanding complex
problems but also must integrate new technologies to inform the cognitive hierarchy of Mission Command. Warfare is complex. Add to the
conventional concept of warfare, the unpredictable components of culture, religion, political ideology, and friction and the complex military
problem evolves into an ill-structured problem. Emerging planning methods such as Design seek to frame a complex problem through a rigorous
form of questioning that can ultimately lead to a theory of action. Where Design falls short is through its neglect of GEOINTs proven methods. When
used appropriately, GEOINT can eliminate the need for planning assumptions by revealing facts and enabling the assessment of alternative
responses. GEOINT technology enables the military, national intelligence, and engineering...
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