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*****.Excerpt from A Brief History of the Stars and Stripes: O>icial Newspaper of the American Expeditionary Forces in France; From February 8,
1918 to June 13, 1919 It has been remarked that The A. E. F. was one of the most sentimental outfits in history. It might also be remarked that it was
one of the most businesslike. Besides putting an end to the Kaisers hopes of victory in a manner that could not be said to lack in decision and finality
the A. E. F. has to its credit several other accomplishments which deserve honorable mention, notable among which was The Stars and Stripes. Born
of the necessity of modem warfare The Stars And Stripes, managed, written, published and distributed entirely by members of The A. E. F., came
into existence unheralded and unadvertised, and when its work was done was quietly mustered out. However, the paper, with its inspirations, its
optimistic character, and the role of companion to homesick hearts which it played in France will live forever in the tender memories of the men
who won the war while they read it. The service it rendered the country in keeping at its high standard the morale of our forces in France cannot be
overestimated. Its e>ectiveness as a real weapon of warfare was appreciated by all the Allies and realized fully by the enemy. The attempts of the
Germans to discredit The Stars And Stripes among American soldiers was an indication of its value. The press of this country commented on The
Stars And Stripes editorially on numerous occasions. The New York World called it the most successful infant phenomenon in newspaper history.
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