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***xx Excerpt from Billerica a Centennial Oration by the Rev. Elias Nason, July 4, 1876 A meeting of citizens called by notices from the pulpits on the
Sabbath previous, was held in the Town Hall, Billerica, June 6, 1876, to see what measures should he taken for the fit celebration of the coming
Fourth of July, the nation s Centennial. After consultation, the following Committee of Arrangements: Was appointed, with full powers to make such
provision as they found practicable and expedient at so late a day. They were fortunately able to secure the services of the Rev. Elias Nason to give
the oration, and other arrangements will be indicated in the following brief account of the exercises. The celebration was held in a beautiful pine
grove on the farm of Gardiner Parker, Esq., beside the Concord River, near the Carlisle road. The intense heat, oppressive in many places, was
tempered by a fresh breeze here, and the day was delightful for such a commemoration. Seats and stands for the orator and musicians were
provided by the town, bountiful tables were spread by the ladies, and all was made very attractive to the goodly company of old and young
assembled. At ten o clock, the Hon. George P. Elliott, president of the day, called the meeting to order and in brief words suggested the great
significance of the day and the hopes of the new century opening before the nation. Prayer was offered by the Rev. C. C. Hussey, the Declaration of
Independence was read by Samuel Tucker, Esq., principal of the Howe School, and the Rev. Elias Nason delivered the following oration, which held
the dose and...
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