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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.This is an historical novel about Scandinavian kings of England, and in particular one who would be king, King Harald III of Norway,
who is renowned in Scandinavia but almost unknown elsewhere. He was popularised in a saga written some 150 years aCer his death, by Snorri
Sturluson, which is considered as history by many Scandinavians. I have based this novel on historical facts, which I have embroidered extensively.
The dates are correct for the campaigns and events, and all of the major characters existed and made their contribution to history. What sparked
my interest in the first place was, that if Harald had not invaded just three weeks before William the Conqueror in 1066, the English language, would
probably be totally diGerent today. Harald decimated Earl Morcar s English northern army and inflicted a lethal blow on Harold II s army of the
south. The army that faced William was a shadow of what it would have been without Harald III s untimely invasion. One of my aims is to rebalance
people s view of history. For example most people even the Greeks haven t heard of the Varangian Guard, of five thousand Norsemen (and Anglo-
Saxons aCer 1066), who formed the core of the Byzantine army for over five centuries. The Russians and Ukrainians think of themselves as Slavic
and tend to ignore their Scandinavian heritage. The British also tend to forget their Scandinavian heritage. Half of England was Danish throughout
the 9th, 10th and 11th centuries, and all the Scottish islands until the 15th century. English has a large number of Danish words, for example: happy,
call, window. Furthermore, the beneficiary of Harald s failed invasion of England,...
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