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The University of Chicago Press, United States, 2012. Hardback. Condition: New. New.. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15
business days and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. In 2003, an FBI-led task force known as
Operation Fly Trap attempted to dismantle a significant drug network in two Bloods-controlled, African American neighborhoods in Los Angeles.
The operation would soon be considered an enormous success, noted for the precision with which the task force targeted and removed gang
members otherwise entrenched in larger communities. In Operation Fly Trap, Susan A. Phillips questions both the success of this operation and the
methods used to conduct it. Based on in-depth ethnographic research with Fly Trap participants, Phillips work brings together police narratives,
crime statistics, gang cultural histories, and extensive public policy analysis to examine the relationship between state persecution and the genesis of
violent social systems. Balancing her roles as even-handed reporter and public scholar, Phillips reveals multiple flaws within the US criminal justice
system and builds a powerful argument that many law enforcement policies in fact nurture, rather than prevent, violence in American society.
Crucial to Philips contribution is the presentation of the voices and perspectives of both the people living in impoverished communities and the
agents that police them. Phillips positions law enforcement surveillance and suppression as a critical point of contact between citizen and state. She
tracks the bureaucratic workings of police and FBI agencies and the language, ideologies, and methods that prevail within them, and shows how
gangs have adapted, seeking out new locations, learning to operate without hierarchies, and moving their activities more deeply underground.
Additionally, she shows how the targeted efforts of task forces such as Fly Trap wreak sweeping, sustained damage on family members and...
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