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Ladies and gentlemen, I want to welcome you to this conference of the Schiller Institute. There are many honored people in the audience, whom we
will introduce in the course of the event. But let me just greet especially the Consul General of Ethiopia, Mr. Mehreteab Mulugeta Haile. Let me start
with an idea of Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. He said that we are actually living in the best of all possible worlds. This is a very fundamental ontological
conception. It s the idea that we are living in a developing universe, that what makes the universe the best of all those possible is its tremendous
potential for development. And it is created in such a way, that every great evil challenges an even greater good to come into being. I think when we
are talking about the New Silk Road and the tremendous changes which have occurred in the world, especially in the last four years, it is actually
exactly that principle which is working. Because it was the absolute, manifest lack of development under the old world order, which caused the
impulse of China and the spirit of the New Silk Road to catch on, so that now many nations of the world are absolutely determined to have
development, which will give a better life to all of their people. Now, I think that the New Silk Road is a typical example of an idea whose time has
come; and once an idea becomes a material reality in that way, it becomes a physical force in the universe. I personally have had the chance to see
the evolution of this idea, which in many senses really started with this...
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