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methinkes, to dwelle With such a one as thee. XIl. SIR ANDREW BARTON. CANNOT give a better relation of the fact which is the subject of the
following ballad, than in an extract from the late Mr. Guthrie s Peerage, which was begun upon a very elegant plan, but never finished. Vol. L 4to. p.
22. The transaction which did the greatest honour to the earl of Surrey t and his family at this time (a.d. 15 11), was their behaviour in the case of
Barton, a Scotch sea-officer. This gentleman s father having suffered by sea from the Portuguese, he had obtained letters of marque for his two
sons to make reprisals upon the subjects of Portugal. It is extremely probable, that the court ot Scotland granted these letters with no very honest
intention. The council board of England, at which the earl of Surrey held the chief place, was daily pestered with complaints from the sailors and
merchants, that Barton, who was called Sir Andrew Barton, under pretence of searching for Portuguese goods, interrupted the English navigation.
Henry s situation at that time rendered him backward from breaking with Scotland, so that their complaints were but coldly received. The earl of
Surrey, however, could not smother his indignation, but gallantly declared at the council board, that while he had an estate that could furnish out a
ship, or a son that was...
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