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11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.1in.For most of the twentieth century, the primary use of coal in the United States was for electric power generation, and for most
of the history of power generation in the United States, coal has been the dominant fuel used to produce electricity. Even as recently as 2011, coal
was the fuel used for almost 42 of power generation in the United States accounting for 93 of coal use. Industrial uses represented the remaining 7.
However, in April 2012, coals share of the power generation market dropped to about 32 (according to Energy Information Administration
statistics), equal to that of natural gas. Coal was the fuel of choice because of its availability and the relatively low cost of producing electricity in
large, coal-burning power plants which took advantage of coals low-priced, high energy content to employ economies of scale in steamelectric
production. However, coal use for power generation seems to be on the decline, and the magnitude of coals role for power generation is in
question. Two major reasons are generally seen as being responsible: the expectation of a dramatic rise in natural gas supplies, and the impact of
environmental regulations on an aging base of coal-fired power plants. A recent drop in natural gas prices has been enabled by increasing supplies
of natural gas largely due to horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing (i. e. , fracking) of shale gas formations. If the production can be sustained
in an environmentally acceptable manner, then a long-term, relatively inexpensive supply of natural gas could result. Decreased natural gas prices
are lowering wholesale electricity prices, stimulating a major switch from coal to gas-burning facilities. The electric utility industry values diversity
in...
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