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*x* Excerpt from Aeneid, Il: A Translation 21. In full view of Troy lies Tenedos, an island well known to fame, rich in all manner of wealth while the
kingdom of Priam stood, now a bay merely and a treacherous roadstead for ships. To this island they put out and hide on its desert shores. We
thought that they had departed and made for Mycenas, availing themselves of the wind. Then all Teucria casts off the grief that had endured so
long. The gates are flung wide open: pleasant is it to go forth and see the Doric camp and the places they have left and the deserted shore. Here was
encamped the band of the Dolopes; here the fierce Achilles pitched his tent; here was the fleet drawn up; here they were wont to engage us. Some
gaze in amazement at the baneful offering to the virgin Goddess Minerva, and wonder at the vast size of the horse; and Thym tes first strongly urges
that it be brought within the walls and lodged in the citadel, mayhap through treachery, haply because the fates of Troy were now at last tending
this way. But Capys, and those whose judgment was clearer, exhort us either to cast headlong into the sea this snare of the Danai, this mistrusted
offering, to set fire to it and consume it, or to pierce and explore the lurking-places in the hollow of the womb. The wavering crowd is divided
between two opinions. 40. First then before them all, a great crowd accompanying him, Laocoon rushes down in wild excitement from the summit
of the citadel, and from afar he cries: What terrible madness...
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